Enhanced detection of Plasmodium vivax liver stages by cytocentrifugation.
Malaria parasites circulating in the blood or developing in the mosquito host can easily be seen and studied. We know much less about malaria parasites in the liver not only because of their location, but also because there are so few of them. Hepatic parasites are most often grown within hepatoma cells in culture, stained and visualized on slides under direct microscopy. In this report, Chitraporn Karnasuta and George Watt investigate the potential of cytocentrifugation as a tool for improving the detection of liver-stage malaria parasites.